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redemption wrought by Christ, and the intercession still
made in our behalf by Christ, are both equally declared
to us by the most sure warrant of Holy Scripture ; of
any other intercession by saints in glory, by angels, or
Virgin, to be sought by our suppliant invocations to
them, the covenant of God speaks not.

It may be observed, that the enactment of this de-
cree by the Council of Trent, has been chiefly lamented
by some persons on the ground of its presenting the
most formidable barrier against any reconciliation be-
tween the Church of Borne, and those who hold the
unlawfulness of the invocation of saints. Indeed per-
sons of erudition, judgment, piety, and charity, in com-
munion with Rome, have not been wanting to express
openly their regret, that decrees so positive, peremptory.,
and exclusive, should have been adopted. They would
have been better satisfied with the terms of communion
in the Church to which they still adhered, had indivi-
duals been left to their own responsibility on questions
of disputable origin and doubtful antiquity, involving
rather the subtilty of metaphysical disquisitions, than
agreeable to the simplicity of Gospel truth, and essen-
tial Christian doctrine. On this point I would content
myself with quoting the sentiments,of a Roman Catholic
author. Many of the facts alleged in his interesting
comments deserve the patient consideration of every
Christian. Here (observes the commentator on Paoli
Sarpfs History of the Council of Trent1) the Council
makes it a duty to pray to saints, though the ancient
Church never regarded it as necessary. The practice
cannot be proved to be introduced into public worship

1 Histoire du Cone, de Trent, par Fra. Paoli Sarpi, traduit par
Pierre Francois de Courayer. Amsterdam, note 31. 1751. vol. iii.
p. 182.